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Christians the Non-Violent Community

Christians are said to be the inoffensithe Hindu extremists set an orphanage on fire
community noted for forbearance and nevierKhuntapali village in Borhgarh District and
retaliative even in the times of greaurned a Catholic Nun to death according to
oppression right from the first century. In thiie All India Christian Council.  The
early centuries, they were very mudaxtremists in Nuagon of Kandhamal District
persecuted and killed mercilessly in differeatso burned alive a man suffering from
ways like burning them, throwing them iparalysis, whose identity and religion were still
boiling oil or water and by crucifixionunknown and assaulted Christian Pastors.
especially in the time of the emperor Nero @hey launched arson attacks on at least 10
Rome. Nero with an intention of rebuildinghurches, Prayer Houses in various parts of
Rome, set fire to the old buildings and threthhe State and made inflammatory speeches
the blame on Christians and the Romans killadcusing Christians of killing Saraswathy.
the Christians burning them in order to giv€hristians to this day continue to suffer in
light in the nights. In all their tribulations an@rissa State and many Christians have fled to
utmost humiliation Christians never retaliatgdngles to save their lives. Legal intervention
nor did nor did any tit for tat. This quality ofs sought by the Archbishop the Cuttack who
patience and forbearance was mainly dueaioproached the Supreme Court seeking
the teachings of Jesus to turn the other ch€zB.l. probe into the violence against
and thus imitate Jesus and wait upon GGtiristians in Orissa.
to whom the vengeance belong. Recently in Andhra Pradesh on 17th

To this day the same attitude continuésigust 2008, the mutilated body of Father
and maintained in the Christian communiffhomas 38 was found on a deserted road
amidst all kinds of atrocities and harassmergar Yellareddy Town of Nizamabad District.
in various States of our Country. For the pdse was burnt in Jabalpur of Madhya
ten years the atrocities on Christians have b&adesh. On September 7th two Churches in
mounting gradually in a planned methdtarnataka were attacked. In Devenagers
especially in States like Orissa, Madhy@istrict of Karnataka the extremists damaged
Pradesh and Karnataka. Let us bring to auChurch in Baada Village. In Chattisgarh the
mind some snap shots of what happenedaitivists misbehaved with Nuns for which the
these states recently. The killing of V.H.Ehristian Organisations have taken strong
Leader Swamiji Lakshmananda Saraswatibjection and demanded arrest of the
and four other associates in Orissa hycused and also for security.
suspected Maoists on 23rd of August, 2008 How long these atrocities and
let to anti-Christian attacks with Churcheasisbehaviour in our sacred India, from the
torched and some Christians burned alihiands of the Hindu extremists should be borne
which reminds people the rule of Nero iby Christian Minority? Our country is a
Rome according to the Church histor@€ountry of many religious where religious
Accusing local Christians of killing their leadetolerance and religious harmony taught by
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Mahatma Gandhi and Nehru should bergave the killers of her husband & two sons
practised for peaceful co-existence. If theMr. Stanes a Missionary killed by hindu ex-
teachings are thrown to the winds, th@emists.
country will be in a great confusion and chaos The constitution of our country gives free-
and become loathsome in the eyes of thlem of religion and freedom to preach. Any-
whole world. Is India, a country meant onlyne is free to embrace any religion of his own
for hindus? It is not so with other countrieshoice without compulsion from outside. The
like England, America or any other ChristiaiChristians in India are loyal to their country
Country where all Indians irrespective of thetind all people, imparting education to all in
religion are treated honourably on par wittheir institutions irrespective of religion, treat-
their citizens. It is high time that the hinduing the sick and the suffering in their hospi-
extremists learn a lesson from such countrigsis, running orphanages, homes for the aged
wherein all Indians of different religions liveand lepers, Schools for the Blind, Schools for
happily though they are in minority in theitthe Deaf and Dumb and the visually handi-
countries. capped admitting children irrespective of
The allegation levelled against theeligion, co-operating with the Government in
Christians in India is that their Pastors argl respects. If that is the service that Chris-
indulging in coercive conversions which is fatians are doing for the country why should
from truth. Christianity never encourages nahey be treated as enemies and aliens by
supports conversions under compulsion whigthe extremists?
is against the teaching of the Bible which says It is therefor very much hoped that the
"Let your light so shine before men that thegovernment of India at all levels will take
may see your good works and glorify Godtringent steps to curb all activities of
who is in heaven". Amidst all these exposurggrsecution on Christians and to protect them,
to all kinds of atrocities in India, Christiangheir Churches and properties.
never retaliated not turned to any kind of Let India be a country for non-violence
unpleasant activities at any time except tand real peaceful coexistence.
organise unprovoking rallies to march and
submit a petition to Government officials for
support and protection. Their only weapon is
forgiving like Mrs. Gladys of Orissa who

Rev. Dr. P.J.Pancharatham
Retired Pastor

Holy Cross Cathedral
Nandyal
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